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Simultaneous determination of four flavonoids in Carthamus tinotorius of
different varieties by HPLC

MA Meng-xue, WU Shi-jun, LI Gang, QIN Rui, DONG Xiang, LIU Hong"
(Hubei Provincial Key Laboratory for Protection and Application of Special Plant Germplasm in Wuling Area of China, College of Life Sciences, South-
Central University for Nationalities, Wuhan 430074, China)

ABSTRACT: AIM To establish an HPLC method for the simultaneous content determination of hydroxysafflor
yellow A, rutin, luteolin and quercetin in Carthamus tinotorius L. ( Safflower ). of different varieties.
METHODS The analysis of 60% methanol extract of C. tinotorius was performed on a 25 °C thermostatic Agilent
ZORBAX SB-C 4 column (4.6 mmX150 mm, 5 pum) , with the mobile phase comprising of acetonitrile=0. 5% ace-
tic acid flowing at 0. 4 ml/min in a gradient elution manner, and the detection wavelength was set at 300 nm.
RESULTS Hydroxysafflor yellow A, rutin, luteolin and quercetin showed good linear relationships within the ran-
ges of 17.36-282 (R*=0.999 7). 1.68-181.84 (R*=0.999 5), 0.52-8.71 (R*=0.999 5) . 5.17-94. 68
(R°=0.999 4) pg/mL, whose average recoveries were 96. 83% —98. 39% with the RSDs of 1. 13% —2. 36% , re-
spectively. CONCLUSION  This accurate, stable and reproducible method can be used for the quality control of

C. nnotorius.

KEY WORDS: Carthamus tinotorius L. ; hydroxysafflor yellow A; rutin; luteolin; quercetin; HPLC

2146 Carthamus tinotorius L. J&FHLIALIE ) —
A EUAE AR FAHEY) , N RNLLAE | BLLAETNLL
WHE, E—MAERBEMNEELFEY ., a
PETERLPEROR, REPUIE, WS, WHER e, FE
FRE M AT o A, e % T ST SH A ED B O L
[ FEFRE, 0K AR X LT 3 A 4 [ 25
MET (AR, g, Wi, #iL, =
SR AR LD A IR O AL GE 0 vh B 2 B
BT OFEARR), (KRENH) C@HEA WM
WL, R IER SR B 2 EE Y R
CLAE KT AT IZ R, s 5k
TEARBIK s ORI, P REERSGE . PUBEM
PrimksIE R, brEfe, i, vum ., s, o
. RILG , BURSEC IR R £k
FROT, RIS EAE], Al DREEH R s | B
PR SRR | Sl AURER AEARSE, BRAE
LIAEIE R A JRLLE T FE M A RIS, R
I AR DR FEEA RN 5 MR S 2R
TohEmEESE, R HGIR . PUREE . UM A2 B
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fiE, X BT 2016 A4 H 24 AR B X
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1 U540
1.1 ME  Agilent 1260LC 25 ROBAH 354 (24 H
ZHEBE /A F)) ; ZORBAX SB-C, (43 FE (4.6 mmx
150 mm, 5 pm, FEEZHERAAE); KQ-100E H
RS (RIS ABRAF) ; AL-204
SR (EEM R TR 2 AR smAER
BT (EATEERTRMAERAA);
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FENHBETBCR AR, 50 °C HEAPIHET 248 &
w, B, of 50 B, &, BREAAEHAR A
(4t 5 R25A9F59977 ) .
C09S8Y43412) . T (Ht5 Y16M9S61523) . A
*1 HEmER

Tab.1 Information of samples

LT S || A

BRELE (5 C24M8()36543) NI M ¥ T I
B AEYRHA R A E ;. Wl OIEHh 65
FVOAS I R B A RS A BRA R ARk
FNFI0EF ] 245 4 P AL A A FRA R

4= fb i Heili i il i IR G5 rh R
1 AH-1 G 22 YN-5 = HBE 43 CZE-1 B
2 AH-2 T 23 YN-6 ZH Ak 44 ISR-1 RaRdl
3 XJ-1 i 24 YN-7 Ak 45 SYR-1 BRI
4 NX-1 TH 25 YN-8 = H ik 46 EGY-1 234
5 LN-1 L7 26 YN-9 = A iE 47 EGY-2 94
6 LN-2 fie 27 YN-10 = H B 48 MAR-1 JEE &
7 SC-1 Pl 28 YN-11 = A 49 MAR-2 JEE & T
8 SC-2 i 29 YN-12 =~ A 50 PRT-1 T
9 SD-1 1R 30 YN-13 =M A 51 BGD-1 EIEAE|
10 SD-2 1R 31 YN-14 = HE Ak 52 BGD-2 ) | EvAEs
11 SD-3 TR 32 YN-15 = A g 53 AFG-1 Rl &5
12 HN-1 MO 33 YN-16 A 54 JOR-1 2 H
13 HN-2 MO 34 YN-17 ZH A 55 JOR-2 ES I
14 HB-1 il 35 IND-1 E g 56 ESP-1 TaET
15 HB-2 e 36 IND-2 Ep g 57 DEU-1 i 5]
16 JS-1 Wi 37 IND-3 E[ 58 ARG-1 P FR 4
17 Js-2 MW 38 IND-4 E g 59 USA-1 B
18 YN-1 = 39 TUR-1 +HH 60 USA-2 XKHE
19 YN-2 = A 40 PAK-1 15 61 RUS-1 e
20 YN-3 2 A% 41 BEL-1 Lt e 62 KEN-1 IEIAA
21 YN-4 = Ak 42 FRA-1 BE
2 FHiEEER 200 3
2.1 &# %M Agilent ZORBAX SB-C, A3 bE 175¢
(4.6 mmx 150 mm, 5 pm); WHAHZIE (A) - :zj , ‘
O.S%Z@ﬁ‘iﬁi& (B), *ﬂgp{ﬁﬁﬂ;é (0~15 min, %]00» 1
10% ~40% A; 15 ~20 min, 40% ~70% A; 20 ~ st n |
30 min, 70% ~10% A); FiJ% K 300 nm; Z: | ‘ M
25 °C; ARBURE 0.5 mL/min; #FFERE 10 pL, {4 o M —
TR LA 1, s 10 N i5 20
v . N t/min
2.2 RAMNBRERFE  HEERBUSEL | AER A
w AR A, T, MR, RBERX R 120
2.5 mg, %@??ﬁ'%%%gi 25 mL ﬁéﬁ:#ﬁqj 5 *T)-% 100 F
5], £0.45 pm GSLIEBSEE, BN 0.1 mg/mL 80 ‘ , ,
X P A T B R, A R PR L% T L T A8 VA i T 5;5 60} ‘ )
10 mL f i, AP EmERIEEA, #4, o 10} ’ \ |
U, MWL 0. 45 wm BALIEILLIE, EIFS xf Ll ,J,,JU. 3
NS 1 0L (W) AU VN
2.3 ARRKARE & BRI T ROZLIERE BB R o M

(150 Hf) 0.3 g T 100 mL BEESHE T, A
12 mL 60% H BV, FRE BiiE, T 80 °C A [nl
T 40 min, JC%, FH 60% HY AN UL TR, HE
A, UE, . HEBI2 mL I8 T 10 mL %
i, H 60% HEER B R ZIE, £ 0.45 pm
AL 8, RIAS
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1. hydroxysafflor yellow A 2. rutin 3. luteolin 4. quercetin
1 &H4 HPLC &iE

Fig.1 HPLC chromatograms of various constituents
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2.4 AMXFZER OKEWHR “2.2” BNES
SRR GE E, IKIRBRFERE, B2, w5, il
36 AN Jo iU R RS R X R OB TR A R,
“2.17 WAGE SRR HERE, DI IR S R R
BEARAR (X)), MmN AER (Y) #EATRIA,
GERILFR 2, RIS A4 BIEHE N L PECR
RA4f,

F2 BHSEMEXER
Tab.2 Linear relationships of various constituents
LML
s Il ) )5 R B
(pg-mL™")

BRI EE A Y=5792.3X+5.2139 0.999 7 17.36~282.00

BT Y=16 718X-10.166 0 0.999 5 1.68~181.84
REEER Y=55250X-30.0170 0.9995 0.52~8.71

Wit pe &= Y=22291X-0.776 1 0.9994 5.17~94.68
2.5 MFERE OB “2.27 WRIRA X A
Wi, TE 217 TS KA T SR 6 K, WIS

BB EAE A, AT REBEER, M REm
i RSD 43 Wl R 0.530% . 0.608% . 0.926% .
0.930% , FHIUAKE ST LI,

2.6 AEMEIKRE  KEHERBLRLAEN K (AH-
1), #& “2.37 T )7 vk il & 6k 5 s, 7E
“2.17 AR &M, 40 F 0, 6, 12, 18,
24 h HERE, MR EAE A, T KRR
£ M ZEHE A RSD 43514 1. 108% . 0. 486% .
1.041% | 0.721% , KU MEERTE 24 h WERE
PERAT,

2.7 EHEMRKE KERBCLBLAEN R (AH-
1), # “2.3” WUF Lkl & At nismw o iy, 1
“2.17 HETESRIE T UERE, MR AR
AL T ORBEZ M R L RSD 435Ik
0.803% . 1.835% . 1.562% . 0.678% , % HIiZ )y
REE MR,

2.8 mEwEcERXEE FREL6 (rEHIE A AL
ERA, 43 BRI A— 8 R L e (3R
AL BT ORRRRCR A R RS, <2.37
WUR Ikl R iia W, 7E <2, 17 Wk
THERE, THRRICR, Z5R WK 3,

x3 BESMERKHRXBER (n=6)

Tab.3 Results of recovery tests for various constituents (n=6)

% JEAT it/ mg JA L/ mg MARE/% BIE%  CFEIECR/% RSD /%
RO HOEA 28.199 0. 500 28. 677 95. 60 96. 83 1.13
28.207 0. 500 28.701 98. 80
28.176 0. 500 28. 662 97.16
28.148 0.500 28. 631 96. 60
28.189 0. 500 28. 675 97.20
28.201 0. 500 28. 679 95. 60
BT 5.193 0. 800 6. 001 101. 04 98.39 2.11
5.269 0. 800 6.051 97.75
5.258 0. 800 6.032 96. 74
5.201 0. 800 6.010 101. 13
5.224 0. 800 6. 009 98.13
5.237 0. 800 6. 001 95.54
RBRER 0.414 0. 700 1.079 95.00 98. 10 2.36
0. 402 0. 700 1. 091 98. 43
0.427 0. 700 1.126 99. 88
0.431 0. 700 1. 099 95.43
0.414 0. 700 1.125 101. 57
0.418 0. 700 1. 106 98.29
Wiz 2% 3.557 0. 600 4.134 96.22 97.53 2.15
3.614 0. 600 4.199 97.50
3.635 0. 600 4.231 99. 33
3.527 0. 600 4.134 101. 12
3.577 0. 600 4.148 95.17
3.701 0. 600 4.276 95. 83

2.9 HEAHFEMNE B 62 MLk IR,
Fie “2.37 TR AT A AR S A A 3 0,
TE 42,17 WO Fabke, T15 4 PR IS

SHEE, SR WFE 4, FEE, i35 SPSS 21.0 #iF
X 4 FiRl 435 A e DU TS bR ) B0 25 1T bR v A Ak
BOGERILE S,
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x4 BENSHENELER (xzs, n=3)

Tab.4 Results of content determination of various constituents (x=s, n=3)

i FE BRI OE A/% 7T /% AR /% Mtz 2 /%

1 AH-1 2.816+0. 001 0. 418+0. 007 0. 065+0. 001 0. 357+0. 004
2 AH-2 1. 174+0. 001 0.268+0. 001 0.033+0. 001 0. 324+0. 003
3 XJ-1 1. 428+0. 001 0. 508+0. 004 0. 100+0. 002 0. 949+0. 004
4 NX-1 2.386+0. 012 2.491+0. 002 0. 041+0. 001 0. 625+0. 001
5 LN-1 1. 094+0. 007 0.237+0. 001 0.031+0. 010 0. 308+0. 002
6 LN-2 1. 6230. 001 0. 444+0. 001 0. 064+0. 001 0. 546+0. 003
7 SC-1 2.158+0. 001 0.250+0. 003 0. 046+0. 002 0. 490+0. 001
8 SC-2 1. 834+0. 007 0. 558+0. 007 0. 142+0. 001 1. 357£0. 005
9 SD-1 1. 856+0. 001 0. 345+0. 004 0. 048+0. 003 0. 459£0. 001
10 SD-2 3.369+0. 001 0. 586+0. 001 0. 065+0. 001 0. 531+0. 004
11 SD-3 2.712£0.015 0.704+0. 002 0.118+0. 003 0. 934+0. 001
12 HN-1 2.497+0. 020 0.291+0. 001 0.0770. 002 0. 9410. 001
13 HN-2 2.134£0. 003 0.420+0. 003 0. 0490. 000 0. 309+0. 001
14 HB-1 2.167+0. 007 0.276+0. 006 0.091+0. 001 0. 827+0. 004
15 HB-2 1. 705+0. 008 0. 404+0. 001 0. 063+0. 001 0. 563+0. 005
16 Js-1 2.261+0.018 0. 736+0. 001 0. 034+0. 005 1.3110. 002
17 S-2 1.965+0. 018 0.242+0. 007 0. 057+0. 002 0. 387+0. 001
18 YN-1 1.011+0. 011 0. 047+0. 001 0. 063+0. 001 0. 322+0. 003
19 YN-2 1. 246+0. 008 0.373+0. 001 0. 060+0. 000 0. 596+0. 004
20 YN-3 1.002+0. 014 0. 143+0. 002 0. 036+0. 001 0. 421+0. 001
21 YN-4 1. 600+0. 008 0.360+0. 003 0.076+0. 001 0. 811+0. 004
22 YN-5 2.240+0. 003 0.613+0. 001 0. 056+0. 001 0. 883+0. 001
23 YN-6 1. 532+0. 003 0.337+0. 001 0. 059+0. 003 0. 840£0. 001
24 YN-7 3.015+0.019 0. 576+0. 004 0.072+0. 001 0. 699:0. 001
25 YN-8 2. 620+0. 004 0. 396+0. 002 0. 064+0. 001 0. 876=0. 001
26 YN-9 1. 946+0. 002 0.432+0. 001 0.115£0. 001 0.5170. 002
27 YN-10 1. 588+0. 002 0.394+0. 001 0. 093+0. 007 0. 600+0. 001
28 YN-11 1. 871+0. 001 0. 505+0. 002 0. 065+0. 001 0. 928+0. 002
29 YN-12 1. 373£0. 001 0. 280+0. 003 0. 049+0. 001 0. 479+0. 002
30 YN-13 1. 686+0. 003 0. 402+0. 001 0. 079+0. 001 0. 825+0. 002
31 YN-14 0. 937+0. 001 0. 052+0. 001 0.016+0. 002 0. 022+0. 001
32 YN-15 1. 198+0. 004 0.241+0. 000 0. 0380. 000 0. 749£0. 001
33 YN-16 1. 674=0. 007 0.318+0. 001 0. 088+0. 002 0. 974£0. 001
34 YN-17 1. 508+0. 007 0. 199+0. 003 0. 082+0. 004 0. 657£0. 001
35 IND-1 3. 847+0. 006 0.470+0. 001 0.114+0. 001 0. 723+0. 003
36 IND-2 0.959+0. 005 0. 118+0. 007 0.030+0. 001 0. 239+0. 001
37 IND-3 1. 130+0. 003 0.308+0. 001 0. 043+0. 001 1.229+0. 002
38 IND-4 1. 134+0. 002 0.336+0. 002 0.027+0. 001 0. 631£0. 001
39 TUR-1 1. 354+0. 002 0. 1570. 000 0.027+0. 001 0. 573+0. 001
40 PAK-1 2.231x0.019 0.297+0. 006 0. 096+0. 001 0. 592+0. 001
41 BEL-1 1. 431+0. 003 0.334+0. 001 0. 130+0. 002 0. 693+0. 005
42 FRA-1 0. 965+0. 004 0.253+0. 006 0.074+0. 001 0. 613+0. 004
43 CZE-1 1. 334+0. 004 0. 404+0. 001 0.079+0. 001 0.702£0. 001
44 ISR-1 1.914+0. 001 0.259+0. 001 0. 075+0. 003 0. 846+0. 002
45 SYR-1 2.869+0. 001 0. 370+0. 001 0. 100+0. 002 0. 689:£0. 001
46 EGY-1 2. 662+0. 002 1.236+0. 001 0.076+0. 001 0.932+0. 001
47 EGY-2 1. 429+0. 001 0.393+0. 002 0.032+0. 001 0. 546+0. 001
48 MAR-1 1.307+0. 012 0.301+0. 001 0. 048+0. 009 0. 548+0. 001
49 MAR-2 1. 837+0. 010 0.330+0. 001 0. 056+0. 001 1. 829+0. 002
50 PRT-1 2.498+0. 005 0.241+0. 005 0. 053+0. 006 1. 150+0. 002
51 BGD-1 1.757+0. 021 0.227+0. 003 0. 041£0. 001 0. 654+0. 005
52 BGD-2 2.374£0. 008 0.259+0. 008 0. 065+0. 004 0. 683+0. 003
53 AFG-1 1. 373+0. 009 0. 136+0. 002 0. 0880. 001 1. 048+0. 007
54 JOR-1 1.725+0. 022 0. 148+0. 001 0. 058+0. 002 0. 955+0. 002
55 JOR-2 2.273+0. 040 0.575+0. 003 0. 1000. 002 0. 946+0. 005
56 ESP-1 2.088+0. 001 0.434+0. 001 0. 140+0. 001 1. 045+0. 002
57 DEU-1 3.202+0. 002 0.369+0. 004 0. 0890. 008 0. 759+0. 001
58 ARG-1 2.035+0. 004 0.222+0. 007 0. 069+0. 005 0. 815+0. 006
59 USA-1 1.920+0. 001 0.551+0. 002 0. 072+0. 001 0. 795+0. 001
60 USA-2 2.183+0. 008 0.296+0. 004 0. 066+0. 003 0. 868+0. 003
61 RUS-1 2.636x0.014 0. 490+0. 006 0. 070+0. 008 0. 870+0. 001
62 KEN-1 1.290+0. 016 0.365+0. 002 0. 127+0. 001 0. 382+0. 003
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Tab.5 Index statistics analysis of flavonoids content (% )
45 i i Rl e/ ME W2 FEHIME BTN
1 BIEAEOE A STAR 3. 847 0.937 2.91 1.817 34.756
2 T A 0.736 0. 047 0. 689 0.350 41.993
3 REBFERES AR 0. 142 0.016 0.126 0. 069 42.008
4 Wit R & A & 1.932 0.022 1.910 0.788 49. 611
3 itig L&A R (0.022% ) 1Y 87.81 fF; 4 Fhismilds &

3.1 Asmk#EF WKL EWLETHE, &
HEAHER, A T RIS I 2T A 4 Fh i S
IR IE A BAr i o B R, B8 1T Wik, B
FE-0. 4% WL . W BE-ZIE-0. 7% B2 . W BE-0. 5%
LRI NE-0.5% LR TR 45 R,
i AT JLF R sh A R Geht, 4 Fhdl o 5 Hofth )53
BT, BT R AR K, TR O E-
0. 5% T8 it ShAHBE BE VRIS, 4 Fh B TR 28 00 B
RO

3.2 Ak ks @R R SE R KA
i, 53040 B &4 I AE 402, 370, 350, 320 nm
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